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these inconsiderable things for the honour of that House.
Noe wher more gravity can be found than is represented
in that senate. Noe court has more civilitie in itself, nor
a face of more dignitie towards strangers. Noe wher
more equall justice can be found : nor yet, perhaps, more
wisdom/'1

It  is  not  necessary for  our  purpose  to  give  a detailed
statement of the contents of all the orders as to the regulation
of business ; we are only engaged upon a survey of the course
by  which procedure has  reached  its  present state.    Details
will be more suitably given in connection with the notes to
the different chapters upon the corresponding portions of the
existing law, which still shows many traces of its earlier form.
At the same time a short summary may conveniently be given
here.     The matters dealt with cover almost the whole field
of  the regulation  of  business.     At  this  period  it  becomes
customary to  fix  a  regular  time  for  the  sittings, the  time
chosen   being  from   7 or  8 in  the  morning  until mid-day,
and the Speaker is forbidden to bring up any business after
the latter hour.   The quorum of forty members for the com-
petency of the House for business is  settled;   the adjourn-
ment or termination, as the case may be, of every sitting is
made independent of the Speaker and placed, as a matter of
principle, under the control of the House.    Further, instruc-
tions are given to the Speaker as to the arrangement of the
day's business and his powers against irrelevant or discursive
speaking are precisely determined.    Express prohibitions  are
framed  against arbitrary debates  on  the  order  of  business
for the day, and  also  against  the  carrying on of  a  debate
on more than one subject at a time.    The principle is  also
laid down that the orders of the day are to give the amount
which the House is to do, and that this is to be settled by
the House itself by means of  its orders.    And by this time
the custom has arisen of making the daily programme known
to the House at the beginning  of  the  sitting, after prayers.
As a measure of discipline it is ordered that members leaving
the House after the first business has been entered upon must
pay a fine.    The doors of the House are repeatedly locked,

1 Forster, "Sir John Eliot," vol. i.. p. 238.